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heard, and still more by what they had just seen in the
eyes and the countenance of the King; and as soon as
they had collected their senses, they retired, and went to
Paris. It was not known until after dinner that the
King had made a will and given it to them. In pro-
portion as the news spread, consternation filled the
Court, while the flatterers, at bottom as much alarmed
as the rest, and as Paris was afterwards, exhausted
themselves in praises and eulogies.

The next day, Monday, the 28th, the Queen of Eng-
land came from Chaillot, where she almost always was,
to Madame de Maintenon's. As soon as the King per-
ceived her, " Madame," said he to her, like a man full
of something and angry, " I have made my will; I have
been tormented to do it;" then casting his eyes upon
Madame de Maintenon, " I have bought repose; I know
the powerlessness and inutility of it. We can do all we
wish while we live; afterwards we are less than the
meanest. You have only to see what became of my
father's will immediately after his death, and the wills
of so many other Kings. I know it well; but neverthe-
less they have wished it; they gave me no rest nor
repose, no calm until it was done; ah, well! then,
Madame, it is done; come what may of it, I shall be no
longer tormented/7

Words such as these so expressive of the extreme                      ]>

violence suffered by the King, of his long and obstinate
battle before surrendering, of his vexation, and un-
easiness, demand the clearest proofs. I had them from
people who heard them, and would not advance them
unless I were perfectly persuaded of their exactness.
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